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FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Rico Goedjen

2021  looks  like  it  should  provide
some  normalcy  to  our  lives.  Let’s
hope we all can get back to a more
relaxed but still careful life style. Like
many  organizations,  CAPA  has  lost
membership  during  the  lock  downs
and  restrictions  that  left  many
unable and/or unwilling to play.

Plans for the upcoming outdoor 
season will provide a variety of CAPA 
sponsored events. We hope to make 
up for the lost year in a big way. In 
the meantime, let’s all stay healthy 
and get in line for the vaccine.

Our communities are also 
experiencing closer scrutiny of 
municipal pickleball projects. We are 
hopeful that funding is still available 
and that delays will be minimal. 
Please consider financial support for 
projects in your community; most 
will require public dollars for them to
move forward. The slight speed 

bump in the growth of players due to
the pandemic might have come at an
opportune time. 

About the only positive I can take 
from 2020 is finding out that cold 
weather and pickleball are very 
compatible, 20’s and light winds – 
perfect!

CAPA T-Shirts Still Available

Limited sizes and colors, just $17 
Order yours today
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Winter Play during COVID

CAPA Member Thank You Gift

Garner Repairs
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Tony Greig

Winter Play in Sunny Places

https://www.capareapb.com/logo-shirt-orders
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CHECK THESE OUT
CAPA Website
Upcoming Events

CAPA BOARD MEETINGS
CAPA Board Meetings are open 
to the public.  Meetings will 
typically be held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month.  Time 
and location noted in the 
Agenda on the website.

COVID-19 & PICKLEBALL
Check out the latest updates on 
the CAPA website.

CAPA MEMBERSHIP
Don't delay – Join today!
Click here for online membership
renewal or new membership. 
Please share with others.

CAPA NEWSLETTERS
Look for the CAPA newsletters 
four times a year. If there is 
anything you would like to see 
included, please let us know by 
emailing 
pickleball@capareapb.com.

USAPA 2021 
Rule Change 
Highlights 
By Jerome Klein
Each year the governing body of 
our beloved sport, USA Pickleball, 
reviews and modifies the rules of 
the game as deemed necessary. 
This year is no different and we 
wanted to highlight two rule 
changes in particular relating to 
the serve. The two changes we 
will talk about will have an impact
on both recreational and 
tournament play. They are the 
elimination of the service let rule 
and allowing the drop serve! 
No More Service Lets 
No more ambiguity on service 
lets, just play on. So here’s the 
situation – if the ball ticks the net 
and winds up in the proper court 
section, the ball is LIVE and in 
play! The Rules Committee is 
committed to the following 
priorities when they approve rule 
changes. The proposed rule 
changes are reviewed with these 
principles in the following order: 
1. Preserving the integrity of the 
game. Nothing is more important 
than this. The let serve rule had 
opened up opportunity for 
inaccurate calls, (intentional or 
unintentional). This rule change 
closes that loophole. 

2. What is best for the players. Are there
changes that can improve the experience
and make it easier for players? This rule 
completely eliminates player conflict 
over whether or not a served ball hits 
the net. Completely. No more 
arguments, no more conflict. 
3. What is best for officiating . What can
be done to reduce conflict and 
ambiguity? In some matches with a 

referee, players have called service ‘lets’ 
that have not been confirmed by the 
referee. By rule, those are faults on the 
player for calling a ‘let’ that the referee 
did not also detect. This rule change 
completely eliminates that type of 
conflict as well. 
The Drop Serve 
First off, the drop serve is a provisional 
rule for 2021, which means it could go 
away in the future. The concept of the 
drop serve has been around for quite a 
long time. Why the drop serve? Because 
the other service rules (upward forward 
motion, paddle head below the wrist, 
strike below the belly-button) which can 
be difficult to call correctly, don’t apply! 
That’s right! You can hit the drop serve 
however you want!  Here’s how it works 
– you stand behind the baseline (the 
other rules for serving still apply) and 
you DROP the ball (onto the playing 
surface if you like, the ball doesn’t have 
to be dropped behind the baseline) and 
serve it from the bounce. You can strike 
the ball however you want – forehand, 
backhand – and with as much spin as you
like! The key word here is DROP, you 
can’t toss the ball in the air or throw it 
down to get a higher bounce! Hence the 
name, the drop serve! 

The 2021 rule changes have been 

posted on the USA Pickleball website. 

Here is the link to the complete 

change document: 

USA Pickleball/IFP Official Rules - USA 

Pickleball

https://usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/ifp-official-rules/
https://usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/ifp-official-rules/
mailto:pickleball@capareapb.com
https://www.capareapb.com/newsletters
https://www.capareapb.com/copy-of-online-membership-renewal
https://www.capareapb.com/
https://www.capareapb.com/capa-meeting-information
https://www.capareapb.com/copy-of-upcoming-events-1
http://www.capareapb.com/
http://www.usapa.org/
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NEW PICKLEBALL COURTS UPDATE
VERONA: Veteran’s Park will be repaved and be dual striped for tennis and pickleball!
At this point Harriet Park tennis courts are being considered to be strictly pickleball
next year. As soon as we hear more, we’ll let you know!  

MADISON: The Vilas Master plan is still in the development phase. On February 4th 

the final plan is up for public comment. It seems very certain that four pickleball courts
will be part of the final plan. It is not known yet when work will begin or at what point
the court area will be completed. More detail may be provided during the February
presentation.

OREGON: Jaycee Park is still working on six courts with the possibility to expand to have an additional six courts 
at a later date. Thirteen sports organizations were asked to raise $500K for the complex and $250K has been 
raised at this time. CAPA Board Members are working closely with the Village of Oregon on this project

FITCHBURG: The Mayor of Fitchburg (an avid Pickleball player), proposed an eight-court project to the City 
Council to be built in McGaw Park. It didn't pass, but he isn't giving up! He is going to re-work the bid process and
present it again in the fall. Hopefully it will pass and they start construction in the spring

MCFARLAND: The Village is planning to construct pickleball courts at either Siggelkow Road Park or Lewis Park. 
The public is invited to provide input to the Village by emailing Matt Schuenke

SUN PRAIRIE: The Friends of Wyndham Hills (Sun Prairie) Pickleball Community continue to accept donations for 
the construction of four additional courts in Wyndham Hills.  Once completed the park will have a complex of 10 
courts. Donations may be given to Connie Kielty, Mary Lalley, Jo Kiesow or Karen Jerg. Donations may also be 
mailed to Sun Prairie Parks Friends at  PO Box 472, Sun Prairie, WI. 53590.  All donations are tax deductible.  
Thank you.
On Wednesday, January 13, the Sun Prairie Parks, Recreation and Forestry department approved two motions 
regarding constructing four additional courts at Wyndham Hills Community Park in Sun Prairie.  The two motions 
are that four courts will be built and the cost of the courts will be split between the city of Sun Prairie (2022 
Capital Improvement Project) and fund raising.  The Sun Prairie PRF Director will be presenting the commission’s 
recommendation for the four additional courts at a February city council meeting for their vote to make this a 
project for 2022.

mailto:kpjerg@charter.net
mailto:jokiesow@gmail.com
mailto:mtL004@charter.net
mailto:conniekielty@gmail.com
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Neither COVID, snow, freezing fog or ice will stop pickleball players from their game! There are players who have 

decided they would prefer to play outdoors.  Outdoor play is going on at Garner Park, Monona and Taylor Park.  

The weather has cooperated with above average temperatures and below average snowfall.  It can be a 

challenge in the winter, however enthusiastic players have found a way to stay active during the pandemic. 

There are players playing indoors at several area venues.  Most venues are requiring masks be worn. The play 

seems to be smaller groups of 4 to 8 players. There still is open play however most players are organizing their 

own trusted groups. Check out the CAPA website for indoor options. 

 WINTER PICKLEBALL PLAY DURING COVID

https://www.capareapb.com/indoor-clubs
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Garner Park Crack Repair

If you are a regular player at Garner you know bad playing conditions have become. Repair work is scheduled 
for this spring and will take place if the funding gap of about $15-18,000 is raised by the pickleball community. 
Efforts so far have been very successful but there is still a way to go. 

Tax deductible donations can be made to:

Madison Parks Foundation 
1408 Wingra Creek Parkway
Madison, WI 53725

Or online at madisonparksfoundation.org
Please indicate funds are for pickleball

CAPA MEMBER THANK YOU

For the past several years CAPA has given members a promotional “gift” for 
joining the club.  Even though this year has been different in so many ways 

we still have a gift for all our members!  The gift this year is a Microfiber 
Pouch.  It can be used to carry your sunglasses or cell phones.  Some 

members have received their pouch if they saw a board member.  The 
remaining members will receive theirs as soon as we can 

hold an event again.

http://madisonparksfoundation.org/
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CAPA PLAYER PROFILECAPA PLAYER PROFILE
HOLLY DUCK

Holly started playing pickleball slowly in January of 2016, playing two hours most Sundays in the Oregon High School Gym. 
Garner Park was not yet completed, so during the summer she played at various converted tennis courts. Now she mostly 
plays at Garner, even outside in the winter with the Polar Bear Club whenever she’s in the Madison area.  Pre-COVID, she 
played at Hitters, and on the weekends that she is in Rochester MN, she plays at Cook Park, the Rochester Area Pickleball 
Association (RAPA) equivalent of Garner Park.  She still works full time, so she plays every day that she is not working and 
any day that weather permits while she is in the Madison area. She belongs to three pickleball clubs: CAPA, RAPA and 
SCOV (Oro Valley AZ where she just bought a house and is planning for a future retirement).

After quitting volleyball (her previous favorite sport) and softball (a more social sport), Holly thought her social 
active sport-playing days were over. Then she found pickleball, which is not only fun to play but a wonderful way to meet 
people. This was particularly helpful in Rochester, MN where she works at the Mayo Clinic and does not have many social 
outlets.  As a bonus, she has met many delightful players in Madison, all welcoming, affable, and friendly.   

Holly is an orthopedic surgeon practicing non-operative orthopedics at Mayo Clinic. This includes seeing patients 
from all over the country with various shoulder, hip and knee complaints. She also performs ultrasound guided injections 
in the same anatomic regions.  What she likes to do beyond pickleball is play golf, bike, hike, and travel. She usually takes 
an international trip annually. And, COVID squashed her attempt to visit Oklahoma in 2020, thus completing her quest to 
visit all 50 states. Maybe 2021?   
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CAPA PLAYER PROFILECAPA PLAYER PROFILE
 TONY GREIG

Confessions of a pickleball addict...
It’s 11:40am on Saturday, January 9th, as I pull into 
the plowed parking lot at Garner Park. It’s a partly 
cloudy crisp 27-degree winter day. I listen to the 
squeals and laughter of young families sledding on 
the Garner Park hill as I walk down to the pickleball 
courts. Courts 4-6 are hibernating under two feet of 
snow, but courts 1-3 are clean, dry, and ready to be 
played. As I near the courts I hear the plink of 
pickleballs being hit. My pulse quickens and my 
spirits lift. My name is Tony Greig and I am a 
pickleball addict.
My addiction began in early 2019 when I began 
playing at Hitters open play, but I consider Garner 
Park my home court. Pickleball is addictive for two 
primary reasons: the game itself and the people I get 
to play it with. It is an easy game to learn, the rules 
are not complicated, but it's a difficult game to play 
well. As my skills have developed, I find the shots 
that worked well against fellow beginners are losing 
shots against better players. And so, the addiction 
begins. Learning strategy, patience, when to slow 
the game down and when to attack. All while 
realizing that knowing the appropriate shot to play 
and actually playing it takes practice, practice, and 
practice. And then there are the fellow addicts. All 
have different personalities and abilities that show 
through in the way they play the game (and how 
they want you to play the game) that provides more 
fascination to playing the game. I am still not as 
good a pickleball player as I think I am, but I’m 
getting there.
Outside of Pickleball, I am on the accounting faculty 
at UW-Madison, enjoy music, fine wine, and keeping 
up with the activities of my nine grandchildren.



JANUARY UPDATE 2021 8
8

WINTER PLAY IN SUNNY PLACES 
FOR SOME CAPA MEMBERS

From Florida 
to Arizona 
to California 
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